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Liberty Restoration, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the 
restoration of the historic Liberty Theater complex, located on the northern coast of 
Oregon. Launched as a community effort in 1991, the organization received its 
non-profit status in 1998. 


The organization’s leadership 
is comprised of distinguished 
individuals from Clatsop and 
Pacific counties whose commit- 
ment to the project demon- 
Strates its significance to the 
region. The board includes six- 
teen individuals from diverse fields such as accounting, banking, performing arts, 
real estate, law, community fundraising, academia and local government. 


Clatsop Community College and Portland State University are institutional part- 
ners committed to the restoration of the complex. 


Board Members: 


Hon. Mark O. Hatfield Honorary Chairman 


Steve Forrester Edith Henningsgaard Miller | Harold A. Snow James Lanzarotta 
Editor, Daily Astorian Former Mayor, City of Astoria Attorney, Snow & Snow CPA Yergen & Meyer 
President Vice President Secretary Treasurer 

Marge Bloomfield Scott Palmquist 

Civic Leader Area Manager, Pacific Power 

Catharine Brown Eric Paulson 

Vice President, Shore Bank Pacific President, Lektro, Inc. 

Mary Davies Robert Sylvester 

Director/Actress Dean, PSU School of Fine & Performing Arts 

Cheri Folk Chester Trabucco 

President. Bank of Astoria Principal, No. Ten Sixth Strcct, Ltd. 

Michael Foster Stephen Tuckman | 

President, Astoria Pacific Industries Principal, North Coast Properties 

Skip Hauke Willis Van Dusen 

President, Hauke Markets Mayor, City of Astoria 

Greg McCoy John Wubben 


Manager, Warrenton Mill President, Clatsop Community College 


Willamette Industries 
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The Liberty Theater complex has been an integral part of the fabric 
of the region since its opening in 1926. Designed by the Portland firm of 
Bennes and Hertzog, the Liberty Theater and its surrounding business 
and retail establishments 
constituted the very heart 
of the area’s cultural and 
economic spirit. 
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The motivations to acquire and restore the Liberty Theater complex 
at the turn of the next century are diverse and compelling. Restoration 
of the complex to its original beauty while at the same time fortifying 
and modernizing its internal structures is central to the revitalization of 
commerce and economic 
activity in the area. 
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A report by the National a 
Trust for Historic ae 
Preservation notes that: x 

“Restored and functioning historic theaters have played an impor- 
tant role in the revitalization of economically depressed areas. In city 
after city, recently restored theaters are attracting people to downtown 
areas that previously were deserted at night.” 


As visitor-related activity has increased concurrent with a decline in 
both the forest and seafood industries, a restored Liberty Theater com- 
plex will serve as a cultural and historic magnet for visitors to the area. 
Its renovation is most timely in light of the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial Celebration which is expected to bring thousands of first- 
time and returning visitors to the region. 


The direct economic benefits of the theater’s restoration will include 
job creation in construction and renovation, patronage of restaurants 
and other theater area businesses, and increased tourist revenues to the 
region as a whole. Based on the impact of other comparable renova- 
tions, it is also expected that the Liberty Theater complex restoration 
will serve as a magnet for increased commercial activity. 
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Renovation of the Liberty Theater complex will provide an enormous educa- 
tional resource for rural communities with a dearth of educational opportunities 
for their school children. Students must often travel miles to Portland for exposure 
to the performing arts. As area school districts face diminishing budgets, it will 
become increasingly difficult to justify allocation of scarce resources for such 
transportation expenses. 


At the same time, it is now 
well known that a student’s 
exposure to and involvement in 
the arts can greatly enhance ee a 
overall academic performance i So Oa eee I RL 
in other key subject areas. The 
Liberty Restoration can offer multi-faceted exposure to the performing arts 
through special school performances, academic winter, spring and summer recess 
programs and internships; this range of academic experience can greatly enhance 
students’ prospects for success in school and ultimately, as productive citizens in 
our society. 
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According to a report by Shirley Brice Heath for the Carnegie Foundation 
For The Advancement of Teaching released in 1998: 


"Young people working in the arts during their out-of-school hours are: 

1. Four times more likely to have won school-wide attention for their 
academic achievement. 

2. Being elected to class office within their schools more than three times 
as Often. 

3. Four times more likely to participate in a math and science fair. 

4. Three times more likely to win an award for school attendance." 


She goes on to note that: 


"Learning in the arts help shape motivation, intense self-discipline, 
confidence and perseverance because artists must develop these capacities in 
order to excel in their chosen domain, be it visual, performing or media 
arts." 


- 


-_ 
a 


So 5 
Ppt con Peee® at) (dy . reap ; a 
[ OGts cH K, | seaag vn payS8 etaliy Pith o Vere qe eat : 
Sagres UA lie G 6 jal ool | ean el Phalp un 
Lie of denne yrotemmpil: od quell, ¢ 


7 i eer aera le 


While there have been consistent efforts to offer theater and musical perfor- 
mances in Clatsop and Pacific Counties, there is no place to offer programs to 
accommodate larger audiences with technically sufficient equipment, staging and 
rehearsal space. This has severely limited the scope of performing arts that can 
be brought to the region. 


As aresult, local theater and 
music organizations have 
expressed their strong support 
for a restored Liberty Theater 
which would provide a venue 
in which to expand and grow 
their audiences. 


"Our group must cast about for venues with sufficient seating 
and stage space in which to present our four-times-a-year 
concerts of classical and choral music. Often, the welcome 
participation of a small orchestra overtaxes whatever facility 
is reserved. We shall certainly book North Coast Chorale and 
North Coast Chamber Orchestra events into the Liberty 
Theater as soon as it is available." 

- Lani Johnson, Music Director 

North Coast Chorale 


The theater’s renovation would also enable the area to attract a broader array of 
talent and performing groups. The potential for greater breadth in cultural and arts 
education offerings is enormous. 


"We foresee the establishment of a summer theater institute 
and festival, as well as a music festival with accompanying 
educational opportunities. Collegiate orchestral concerts 
with soloists, run-outs of our opera performances and theater 
performances, and the building of a "block-booking" concept 
through our Piano Recital Series as well as special guest 
attractions, are all viable possibilities in our joint futures." 

- Robert Sylvester, Dean 

Portland State University, School of 

Fine and Performing Arts 


Current demographic trends resulting in urban sprawl can also be effectively 
restrained by improving the overall quality of life in rural areas. A restored and revi- 
talized Liberty Theater complex would provide current residents with enhanced cul- 
tural opportunities without which many rural dwellers would consider relocating 


closer to urban areas. 
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The Liberty is on the National Register of Historic Places. The Astoria 
City Council has indicated that the preservation and renovation of the 
Liberty is among its top three highest priorities. The Theater is one of the 
few vaudeville era theaters in the region with so much of the architectural 
detail intact and well pre- 
served. Each passing year, 
the capacity to retain its orig- 
inal fabric and beauty dimin- 
ishes, therefore the need to 
actively pursue its complete 
restoration 1s pressing. 
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The acquisition and restoration of the Liberty Theater complex is expected to 
have a direct impact on 50,000 people in Clatsop and Pacific Counties. This 
includes children in area school 
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districts as well as visitors and 
local residents. 
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Completion of this restoration is 


expected to have a dramatic impact 
on economic development in downtown Astoria, serving as a magnet for com- 
mercial activity and professional firms. According to James M. Hamrick, Jr., 
Deputy of the State Historic Preservation Office: 


"Rehabilitating this key property will provide a positive exam- 
ple for other building owners, an environment conducive to 
new businesses, and a reason for residents and visitors to come 
downtown." 


The restoration of the Liberty Theater Complex 1s crucial from an historic 
preservation perspective, as well. Outside of Portland or Salem, there is no other 
1920s vintage motion picture palace in Oregon with so much of its original dec- 
orative architectural fabric intact. . 


School children in four local school districts will have an unparalleled venue 
for arts enrichment and education, as well as a theater in which to showcase stu- 
dent productions. The Liberty will also enable an array of active performing arts 
programs during school vacations as well as internship opportunities for high 


school and college students. 


Finally, the successful completion of this restoration will enable the continua- 
tion and growth of existing performing arts activities, as well as attract new cul- 


tural performances to benefit tourists and residents alike. 


Se Ph oe er 
ofl eres) HVA Le Gall Ht 


jee & ce 
i ee he’ 
Sacer 04) 


Laney See AN 


— 
os 


New] SospeNp re 
LIGHTING GRie 


TUNE CF FULL 
Viso ary 


| New sts 


Se eee eae 
i Weexsp) ¢ sTege 


ea 
af 
ais 


f2ti=55 
Osease 


10 


- 
: 


= . — a 

=) aoe ns 
ruyx 
: : . t 


= a 


Liberty Theater Architectural Renderings 
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Acquisition of the 


Liberty Theater Complex 
$1 million 


Total Estimated Acquisition 
and Restoration Budget 
$6.845 million 


